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Message from Ms Audrey Azoulay,
Director-General of UNESCO,
on the occasion of World Art Day

15 April 2021

‘Bringing people together, inspiring, soothing and sharing: these are the powers of art,

the importance of which has been made emphatically obvious during the coronavirus
disease (COVID-19) pandemic. With hundreds of thousands of people directly
affected by the virus and billions more either in lockdown or battling the pandemic on
the front lines, this World Art Day is a timely reminder that art has the power to unite

and connect in times of crisis.

Since March 2020, we have seen a multitude of artists and institutions lead resilience-
building cultural initiatives. The time of COVID-19 is thus, undeniably, also a time of
opening up towards others and to culture, which reinforces the relationship between
artistic creation and society. In order to weather the crisis and inspire the future, we
need not only educational continuity, but also cultural continuity: neither learning nor

culture must stop.

Our Organization would thus like to pay tribute to the solidarity shown by artists and
institutions at a time when art is suffering the full force of the effects of a global health,

economic and social crisis.

Indeed, the extended closure of museums, theatres and concert halls and the
cancellation of concerts and festivals have plunged many institutions into uncertainty.
In a sector where employment is often informal and unstable, and in the absence of
an appropriate social safety net, artists and culture professionals too often find
themselves helpless in the face of the loss of income brought on by these

circumstances.




This shows us just how much we need to accord artists appropriate status, as urged
by UNESCO's 1980 Recommendation concerning the Status of the Artist, in order to

bolster respect for their rights and boost the resilience of arts and culture.

Furthermore, for the public, this period is increasing inequalities with respect to
access to culture and the diversity of cultural expressions. The measures being taken
severely limit the public’s ability to enjoy cultural goods and services in their diversity.
These inequalities are all the more acute for vulnerable groups, which are ordinarily
affected by the digital divide — such is the case of millions of women and indigenous

peoples — and are having even greater difficulty in gaining access to culture.

The challenge of keeping art alive, now and in the future, is therefore twofold: to
support culture professionals and cultural institutions, and to promote access to art
for all.

In a challenge of justice and equality, and in order to better identify priority needs, it
is necessary to listen to all the voices of the artistic world in their globality and diversity.
It was thus with the aim of affirming the resilience of art in this period and preparing
for the future that UNESCO launched, exactly one year ago, the “ResiliArt” movement.
To date, more than 1,200 artists and professionals have participated in hundreds of
debates throughout the world, making it possible to formulate 100 recommendations

to inspire political action.

These challenges can only be met through far-reaching cultural policies aimed at
helping creative communities overcome this crisis and protecting and improving the
status of artists. It was in this very spirit that in October 2020 UNESCO published
Culture in Crisis, a policy guide which details the concrete support measures which

States have taken to assist the cultural and creative industries.

“Just as man needs oxygen to survive, he needs art and poetry.” This crisis reminds
us, as emphasized by Aimé Césaire, how much art and culture are vital needs for
humanity, how much they are the ferment of our unity and resilience. By taking part
in this movement of great cultural momentum, let us all prove that in this period of

social distancing, art brings us closer together than ever before.
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Message from Mr. Bedri Baykam,
World President of IAA/AIAP, UNESCO official Partner,

on the occasion of World Art Day

15 April, 2021

Wish you a very Happy World Art Day. Today is April 15,2021 and inspite of
the pandemic we're celebrating the Art Week with online events with close
friends or by spending time in our studios doing art, sharing art, using social
media. I wish I could be everywhere, like Latin America, United States, in
Europe or Asia to share my time with all of you. I would like to thank you for all
the energy and efforts you put every year in World Art Day. This year it
happened for the first time to have my solo show on the day of April 15 and I'm
sure you are also having nice activities. | want to congratulate you again- Long
Live World Art Day. Let's have the year that overcomes all the problems, all the
burdens and hopefully let's get rid of this pandemic so that we can get together
finally to do our general assembly. Have a great spring or autumn wherever you
are.
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World Art Day - 2021

On the birth anniversary of the famous painter and artist
Leonardo Da Vinci, IAA-India, official partner of UNESCO
celebrates World Art Day.

. This event of World Art Day promotes the undying spirit of
artists. Many eminent artists are awarded with the Wallace
Hartley Awards, remembering the powerful spirit of the

= eminent musician and his band playing melodies till the

dying hour on the sinking Titanic.

a The event of World Art Day has continued to create its

beautiful impact in the time of the pandemic. It has

provided many artists with a platform to express themselves
= and also honoured the struggles of the marginalized artists.
It has also encompassed and pioneered the movement of
ResiliArt which has been formulated by UNESCO H.Q in 2020.
Keeping the same feeling of resilience in the heart, IAA India
- aims to create a community for the artist in this hour of need.

[l The battle is not over as the world and India witnesses the

rising second wave of the pandemic. We shall continue to

fight against the unknown with our power of art and

- expression.

Mr. Manaj Saha

President

IAA-INDIA, UNESCO official Partner President’s Desk

Message from Mr. Manaj Saha,
President of IAA/AIAP-INDIA, UNESCO official Partner,

on the occasion of World Art Day

15 April, 2021

President's Desk: Hon'ble Mr. Manaj Saha hails from Hooghly, a district in the
state of West Bengal, India, rich in its culture and heritage. Being surrounded by
treasures of Indian art, Mr. Saha had the aim of promoting folk and tribal art to the
rest of the world. Under the guidance of an Eminent Bengali author Mahesweta
Devi, Hon'ble Mr. Saha was one of the first people to organize art workshops and
exhibitions with children belonging to the tribal community of Chharanagore and
Moninagore of Gujarat, India. Mr. Saha has been working towards generating
awareness among the youth regarding art, culture and environment. Hon'ble Mr.
Saha believes that in this hour of crisis art can provide a ray of hope. He states that
drawing inspiration from UNESCO, Univart in association with [AA was the first
organization to promote the ResiliArt Movement since last year with the motive of
shedding light upon the miserable condition of the creative industry and the voices
of resilience of the artists. The President is ecstatic that the UNESCO department
of Diversity of Cultural Expression has appreciated and promoted the ResiliArt
movement in India led by IAA India. He insists on continuing the fight against the
crisis through the mediums of art and culture. It has been assured by Hon'ble Mr.
Saha that all events organised by IA A has followed the safety protocols mentioned

under Covid guidelines.




Art & World Art Day

India is often considered as the epitome of rich culture and art. The wonderful amalgam of a variety of
cultures and traditions is one of the most unique features of India. The roots of the Indian Painting can be
traced back to the days of the Indus Valley civilization. Compositions on pottery reflect a keen sense of
painting among the Indus valley people. The artworks of the Ajanta and Ellora caves exhibit the creative
genius of the artists of that period. These are living traditions, intrinsically linked with the regional historic-
cultural settings from which they arise. However, as time passed, Indian art has undergone several
transformations and has been influenced by various cultures, making it more diverse, yet more inclusive of
its people as well.

The folk and tribal painting come from the remote rural and tribal regions. This is generally done by folk
artists or classical artists in three ways: wall-painting (BHITTI-CITRA), canvas-painting (PATA-CHITRA)
and floor-painting (ARIPANA). Of these the wall-painting and the floor-painting are very popular in
MITHILA region. The Wall-painting or mural paintings, popularly known as MITHILA painting or
MADHUBANI painting. Situated in the interior of Northern India, this art is the expression of creativity in
the day-to-day life of the local people.

Combining the magnificent beauty with spiritual vision, TANKHA is another genre of folk art solely
dedicated to Buddha and his teachings. These represent how the Buddhists see the universe. It is generally in
eight layers with the upper most layers or part depicting a deity.

KALIGHAT painting ia a form of artwork that originated in the 19th century in WEST BENGAL. These
paintings were made on cloth or patas and often depicted images of gods, goddesses and scenes from epics.

Indian art PATACHITRA is a pre-Islamic form of religious art. It comes from the Eastern Indian states of
ORISSA and WEST BENGAL. Hindu gods and goddesses and other mythological scenes are painted on a
leather-like surface made of several layers of old cotton glued together.

KALAMKARLI ,literally meaning 'pen-work’, is the religious depiction on cloth with blocks and wax resist,
from the temple town of KALAHASTHI in south-east ANDHRA PRADESH.

WARLI is a tribal community from MAHARASHTRA, India. Done by both men and women, these
artworks show their dedication to the nature and the superpower.

Tribal painting, GOND is a freehand expression of the Gond tribes of MADHYA PRADESH, India. Painted
freehand, these two dimensional paintings reflect their perception of life. The third dimension, the depth is
always lacking in these paintings reflecting the simplicity of the artist.

The Santhal tribe, one of the famous tribes belonging to the BIHAR state of India , has a typical style of
painting, known as SANTHAAL paintings.

RAJASHTAN, an Indian state , the land of colors is known for PHAD painting, which is done on cloth.The
main theme of these compositions is the depiction of local deities and their stories, and legends of erstwhile
local rulers.




Art can be described as a reflection of society, of the past or the present. Each form of art is unique in its own
way and greatly admirable. From prehistoric rock carvings to contemporary interpretations of traditional
styles, Indian art continues to demonstrate the breadth of artistic and cultural influence that has informed
and shaped its aesthetic over the course of Indian art history. Contemporary art has been explored into
variety of styles where anything and everything is possible. The young and talented artists are gaining
worldwide recognition due to online portals as well. The international market is booming with astonishing
contemporary paintings by Indian artists. So much that now Indian art is considered as the Investment
Boulevard. Expensive auctions of Indian artworks are held globally and artists are achieving high prices for
their paintings. TAA-INDIA facilitates the effort and dedication of these modern artists and is always
working for the marginalized artists for their due recognition around the world. Showcasing the talent of
these aspiring marginalized artists will help them to receive a global acknowledgement and will continue to
preserve the prestige and heritage of Indian art.




